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Futures of
Education
Report

Building imagination, judgment and possibility through arts
education

Education in the arts — music, drama, dance, design, visual arts,
literature, poetry and more — can greatly expand students’
capacities to master complex skills and can support social and
emotional learning across the curriculum. It can enhance our
human abilities to access the experience of others, whether
through empathy or the reading of non-verbal clues.

Artistic experience often requires a willingness to surrender to the
unknown; students can learn that everything changes with
circumstance and opportunity. The arts also help us learn to say,
show, and feel what needs to be said, shown, and felt, helping to
advance the horizons of knowing, being, and communicating in
and beyond the arts.

Curricula that invite creative expression through the arts have
tremendous future-shaping potential. Artmaking provides new
languages and means through which to make sense of the world,
engage in cultural critique, and take political action. Curricula can
also cultivate critical appreciation and engagement with cultural
heritage and the powerful symbols, repertoires, and references of
our collective identities.
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